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   My family has been a part of the Prince of Peace (POP) community since 2011, so 

Catholic school is all that I've ever known. Looking back now, Prince of Peace Catholic School 

will probably hold some of the most vivid memories that I will be able to share with generations 

upon generations. Not only is POP a private school filled with great people offering a great 

education, but it is filled with tradition. We spend our days praying, going to Mass, learning 

about God, talking about virtues, and much more. Catholic school is also a blessing because of 

the ability to share your beliefs and thoughts about God with your fellow students, teachers, 

and staff. Looking forward, going to Catholic school now allows me to apply to Ursuline 

Academy and John Paul II, which are two amazing Catholic high schools in the diocese. And, 

looking even further into the future, it gives me the ability to look at religious colleges. Catholic 

school is the greatest gift with which I will ever be blessed. 

 My favorite thing that I’ve experienced in Catholic school is Mass. Ever since I was in 

kindergarten, I have celebrated All-School Mass every single week. Mass is great because it 

gives everyone the ability to lead, listen, and become closer to God. I have read readings, held 

candles, and even gotten on all fours as a sheep in the Advent program. Catholic schools teach 

kids how to preach to their fellow students through a traditional Mass. One of my favorite parts 

about Mass is the homilies. They change a lot, mostly because every priest is different. This 

year, I have noticed that the priests are very interactive, asking questions and giving us all the 

ability to answer. It always puts a smile on my face to hear the little kids talk into the 

microphone, knowing that they might remember that interaction for the rest of their lives. I 

know I will.  

Another one of the best things about Mass is choir. I began participating in choir several 

years ago, even though I had dreamed of it since I was in first grade. I love choir. I get to sing 

about God with some of my closest friends. I have even encouraged some of my friends to 

come and sing with me. I also enjoy being with our prayer buddies at Mass. It's cute now to see 

my little buddy squirming around in her chair during Mass. When I had an older prayer buddy, 

Ireland, she was my role model. I got her when I was in kindergarten. She immediately became 
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my best friend. We always made each other laugh, sometimes to the point where the teacher 

had to quiet us down. When she graduated, I was sad. Even though I got over it, I still think 

about her a lot. In the summer of 2022, I went to a religious summer camp, Sky Ranch. Each 

cabin is assigned four counselors. When the counselors were introducing themselves, I thought 

I recognized one of them. Then, she said, "My name is Ireland." Once she finished talking to us, 

I stood up and she looked at me for a solid five seconds, and then ran up to me and gave me a 

huge hug. The last time I had seen her was in 2017; it had been nearly five years since I last saw 

her. I share this story to show the bond that our school and church formed and how God 

brought us back together. Overall, Mass is my favorite thing about Catholic school. 

 As we get older, religion classes become more and more in-depth. In second grade, we 

learned about all the sacraments. We went through a whole process to participate in our First 

Reconciliation, and we went through a whole process to receive our First Communion. These 

sacraments were taught to us and practiced in our religion class. First Communion and 

Reconciliation are very important Catholic traditions, and they are something that I will never 

forget – the feeling of talking to the priest, the feeling of having a clean heart, the feeling of 

receiving Christ within me. Once we finished with First Reconciliation, our class began the 

whole process of First Communion. The girls wore cute white dresses, and the boys wore their 

formal attire. My family had professional pictures taken of me in my First Communion dress. 

The photo still hangs in our dining room. After second grade, we began to learn about stories in 

the Bible, Saints, the virtues, etc. Now, as eighth graders, we’re learning about world religions 

and how Christianity and Catholicism first came to be. In addition to studying these things, we 

are now preparing to receive Confirmation. Confirmation is a large process in which you select a 

sponsor, go on a retreat, meet with your youth group each month, and more. I am beyond 

excited to receive Confirmation. Not once have I doubted God through any of these processes. 

He has guided me through all of this, and I continue to listen to Him and pray to Him to help me 

through these times. Although they are challenging, our teachers remind us that we are not 

alone, and that God has a plan for each of us. I thank God every day for religion class, and the 

ability to learn about Him and His traditions. 
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 Sometimes, it isn't about large things such as Mass or religion classes. Sometimes, the 

things that are special about Catholic school are just about the little things. For example, I get 

to wear a cross necklace to school every day. We pray every morning. These things help me to 

notice that my classmates at Prince of Peace also believe in God. I love this because I can talk 

about my faith with my friends. There have been times when I have gotten into arguments with 

my friends that God has gotten us through. Additionally, there have been times when I have 

been able to give people advice and remind them that God has a plan for them. I recognize that 

if I went to a public school, I would not be able to preach about my faith at school, or perhaps 

my friends might not believe in it. Along with sharing faith with students, I appreciate that we 

share our faith with teachers as well. The other day, I was talking with one of my teachers 

about what was going on in my life, and we ended up having a deep conversation about God. It 

was one of my favorite moments so far this school year. I believe that we, as Prince of Peace 

students, are so lucky to get to be here.  

 In the eleven years that I have attended Prince of Peace, so many special memories 

have been made. Going to a Catholic school has created some of the most beautiful, spiritual 

moments of my life. Catholic school has shaped me and changed me into the person that I am 

today. Sometimes, I wonder what my life would have been like if I didn't go to POP, but I don't 

want to know. Every day at Prince of Peace is a time that I will never fail to remember because I 

know in my heart that Prince of Peace Catholic school will always be in my heart. 

 

Harper has attended POP for 11 years. In addition to National Junior Beta Club and Random Acts of Kindness, Harper is a 

member of the POP student choir. Harper has competed in DPL Volleyball for multiple years, winning the 2021 and 2022 DPL 

Championships and serving as eighth grade team captain. She is currently preparing for her third spring musical at POP.  


